                West Linn High School HONOR CODE

"We live in times when diplomas are revoked and careers are ruined when past cheating is revealed.  Authors who have plagiarized see their work discredited and their speaking invitations withdrawn.  Cheat in the Olympics and you can be disqualified, cheat on the job and you can be fired, cheat on your spouse and you can be divorced. Cheat in college and you can be expelled" (Kessler 63).

Defining Plagiarism

As your teachers, we want you to understand what plagiarism is. One major university defines plagiarism as, "Using unauthorized materials or receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination or in connection with any work done for academic credit" (Kessler 60).  There are two major forms of plagiarism:

Failing to cite a source.  Anytime you use words or ideas from any source (books, speeches, online sites) and do not give credit to that particular source, you are plagiarizing.  Give credit by using quotation marks, parenthetical annotations, and bibliographies. One of the common misconceptions about plagiarizing is that if you don't copy something word for word, you don't have to cite it. You do. When in doubt, cite your source according to MLA guidelines.

"To collaborate means to work jointly with others in an intellectual endeavor. This is good. To collude means to conspire or plot a secret agreement for an illegal or deceitful purpose. This is bad. Collusion is a form of cheating" (Kessler 61). Copying work from another student is colluding and considered cheating.  People who supply their work are as guilty as those who copy.  Unless a teacher has identified an assignment as a collaboration, you are cheating by copying ANY PART of another's work.

IMPORTANT NOTE: This year teachers will utilize a program which will scan your papers and detect any plagiarized material. This program scans for internet material as well as identifies any paper previously submitted to this program. Teachers will talk to their classes about the process for using this program.

Any willful act of plagiarism will result in a 0 for that particular assignment.  No exceptions.
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